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UNITED STATES: FEDERAL & STATE GRANT GUIDE
This document includes a list of playground grant opportunities available in your specific state.

Please keep in mind the following details:

* Deadlines and application requirements for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF),
and its partner program, the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLPP),
vary widely from state-to-state.

* Most states typically do not post new information on this year’s grant opportunities until they
are ready to start receiving applications.

» Check your state’s website regularly for updates, deadlines, and new application postings.

* Where available, be sure to reach out to the officials listed on your state grants page. They
are there to assist you in navigating through the application process.

Visit Miracle-Recreation.com/Funding for additional funding resources.

ALABAMA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Eligible applicants include municipalities, counties, state agencies and state authorities created
by the legislature. LWCF assistance may be used for the acquisition of land and water interests
for park purposes, the development of new outdoor recreation facilities, and in certain instances,
the renovation of existing public outdoor recreational facilities.
Administrator: Alabama Department of Economic & Community Affairs
URL.: https://adeca.alabama.gov/Iwcf/https://adeca.alabama.gov/Iwcf/

ALASKA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
This 50/50 federal matching grant program was established to provide a nationwide legacy of
high quality outdoor recreation. Projects range from wildlife viewing areas to neighborhood
parks; from downhill ski areas to handicapped accessible trails; from our most urban areas to
our most rural areas. Local, regional, and state entities with legal authority to provide outdoor
recreation services on public lands are eligible to apply for LWCF assistance.
Administrator: Alaska Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/lwcf.htm

ARIZONA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The LWCF program can be divided into the "State Side" which provides grants to State and
local governments, and the "Federal Side" which is used to acquire lands, waters, and interests
therein necessary to achieve the natural, cultural, wildlife, and recreation management
objectives of federal land management agencies. Eligible Applicants: Eligible applicants include
governmental entities (cities, towns, counties, tribal governments, state and federal agencies).
Non-profits and clubs are not eligible for the LWCF Administrator: Arizona State Parks & Trails
URL: https://azstateparks.com/lwcf-grants; https://azstateparks.com/heritage-fund-grants
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ARKANSAS

Office of Outdoor Recreation — Matching Grants
Open to all municipalities and counties in Arkansas. Eligible projects: development of outdoor
recreation facilities and land acquisition. Funding reimbursement is up to 50% of project costs.
Administrator: Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism
URL.: https://adpht.arkansas.gov/office-of-outdoor-recreation/arkansas-outdoor-grants/matching-grants

Fun Park Grants
Open to municipalities in Arkansas with populations of 7,500 or less and unincorporated
communities that are sponsored by a city or county. Eligible projects: development of most
outdoor recreation facilities. Grantees will be issued the entire grant amount prior to project
development.
Administrator: Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism
URL.: https://adpht.arkansas.gov/office-of-outdoor-recreation/arkansas-outdoor-grants/fun-park-grants

CALIFORNIA

Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization Program (SPP)
SPP Round 5: $188.5 million has been appropriated in the 2025/26 State Budget. SPP’s intent
is to create new parks and new recreation opportunities in critically underserved communities
across California. Projects must involve either development or a combination of acquisition and
development to: Create a new park, expand an existing park, renovate an existing park.
Administrator: California Department of Parks & Recreation
URL.: https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page id=29939

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Grants provide funding for the acquisition or development of land to create new outdoor
recreation opportunities for the health and wellness of Californians. Since 1965, over one
thousand parks throughout California have been created or improved with LWCF assistance.
Administrator: California Department of Parks & Recreation
URL.: https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page id=21360

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
Established in 2014 and funded through the Land and Water Conservation Fund, ORLP is a
nationally competitive program targeting grant assistance to help economically disadvantaged
urban communities with no, or almost no, access to publicly available, close-by, outdoor
recreation. Funds can be used for the acquisition and/or development of, or to substantially
renovate obsolete, public parks and other outdoor recreation spaces.
Administrator: California Department of Parks & Recreation
URL.: https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page id=30578

Outdoor Equity Grants Program
The Outdoor Equity Grants Program (OEP) improves the health and wellness of Californians
through new educational and recreational activities, service learning, career pathways, and
leadership opportunities that strengthen a connection to the natural world. OEP’s intent is to
increase the ability of residents in underserved communities to participate in outdoor
experiences within their community, at state parks, and other public lands.
Administrator: California Department of Parks and Recreation
URL: https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page id=30443
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Rural Recreation and Tourism Program
The Rural Recreation and Tourism Program will create new recreation opportunities within rural
communities to support health-related and economic goals. Eligible Applicants include: Cities,
Counties, and other Eligible Districts in nonurbanized areas. New opportunities are the creation
of facilities that currently do not exist and may include but are not limited to: Accessible trails
and bikeways for wildlife viewing or other significant draws, sports complexes, amphitheaters
that support performing arts and other cultural recreation attractions.
Administrator: California Department of Parks & Recreation
URL: https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page id=28439

COLORADO

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
From parks to playgrounds, wilderness to wetlands, bicycle paths to hiking trails, the Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has helped government agencies nationwide to protect
valuable natural resources and provide meaningful public recreation opportunities since 1965.
The program focuses on land acquisition to create new outdoor spaces, or the development of
existing sites and facilities dedicated to public outdoor recreation.
Administrator: Colorado Parks & Wildlife
URL.: https://cpw.state.co.us/land-and-water-conservation-fund-grants

Outdoor Equity Grant Program
Funds organizations and projects that improve access, representation, meaningful participation,
and quality experiences for youth and their families in the Colorado outdoors. Grants of up to
$100,000 are available to support non-profit organizations, for-profits, schools and school districts,
federally recognized tribes, and local governments. Administrator: Colorado Parks & Wildlife
URL.: https://cpw.state.co.us/outdoor-equity-grant-program

CONNECTICUT

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The goal of LWCEF is to increase quality opportunities for outdoor recreation. It consists of a
Federal Side and a State Side. The State Side program provides funding for recreational
planning, acquisition of lands and waters, and facility development.
URL.: https://portal.ct.gov/deep/open-space/land-and-water-conservation-fund-grant-program

DELAWARE

Outdoor Recreation, Parks & Trails Program
Municipal and county governments, and park districts, may apply. Grants may be awarded for
projects such as park land acquisition, planning and design of parks or trails, and outdoor
recreation facility construction. Grants have funded a wide range or projects, including picnic
tables, benches, playgrounds, lighting, maintenance and restroom facilities, skate parks, trails
and bridges.
Administrator: Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control
URL.: https://dnrec.delaware.gov/parks/planning/recreation-parks-trails
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FLORIDA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Eligible applicants include county governments and incorporated municipalities of the State and
other legally constituted local governmental entities with the legal responsibility for the provision
of outdoor recreational sites and facilities for the use and benefit of the general public.
Administrator: Florida Department of Environmental Protection
URL.: https://floridadep.gov/lands/land-and-recreation-grants/content/land-and-water-conservation-fund-program

Parks and Open Space Florida Forever Grant Program
The Parks and Open Space Florida Forever grant program provides funding to local
governments and eligible nonprofit environmental organizations for acquisition of community-
based parks, open space and greenways that further outdoor recreation and natural resource
protection needs identified in local government comprehensive plans.
Administrator: Florida Department of Environmental Protection
URL: https://floridadep.gov/lands/land-and-recreation-grants/content/parks-and-open-space-florida-forever-grant-program

Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program
Provides financial assistance for acquisition or development of land for public outdoor
recreation. Eligible participants include all county governments, municipalities and other legally
constituted local governmental entities with the responsibility for providing outdoor recreational
sites and facilities for the general public.
Administrator: Florida Department of Environmental Protection
URL.: https://floridadep.gov/lands/land-and-recreation-grants/content/florida-recreation-development-assistance-program

GEORGIA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The LWCF Program has resulted in Georgia receiving over $120 million in matching grant
funds. In order to efficiently administer the grant funds, LWCF moved to a bi-annual grant cycle.
With two years of allocations to award, an estimate of $12 million will be available to local
governments during the 2024-2025 grant cycle.
Administrator: Georgia Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://gadnr.org/LWCF

HAWAII:
The State does not maintain any open grant programs for outdoor recreation, currently.

IDAHO

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The intent of the LWCEF is to acquire, develop, and maintain outstanding property into perpetuity
for outdoor recreation purposes. It is important that quality recreation facilities are developed for
the people in our community and our state for future generations.
Administrator: ldaho Department of Parks & Recreation
URL: https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/grants-and-funding/the-land-and-water-conservation-fund/
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ILLINOIS

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
LWCF grants are available to units of local government that are authorized by lllinois law to
expend public funds for the acquisition and development of land for public outdoor park,
recreation, or conservation purposes are eligible to apply for funding assistance. School districts
are not eligible.
Administrator: lllinois Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://dnr.illinois.gov/grants/lwcf.html

Park and Recreational Facilities Construction Program
PARC grants are available to units of local government that are authorized by lllinois law to
expend public funds for the acquisition and development of land for public indoor/outdoor park,
recreation, or conservation purposes are eligible to apply for funding assistance. School districts
are not eligible.
Administrator: lllinois Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://dnr.illinois.gov/grants/parc-grant.html

Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development Program
A state-financed grant program that provides funding assistance to local government agencies
for acquisition and/or development of land for public parks and open space.
Projects vary from small neighborhood parks or tot lots to large community and county parks
and nature areas.
Administrator: lllinois Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://dnr.illinois.gov/grants/openspacelandsaquisitiondevelopment-grant.html

INDIANA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
A matching assistance program that provides grants up to 50% of the cost for the acquisition
and/or development of outdoor recreation sites and facilities. Grant applications may consist of
land acquisition and/or facility construction or renovation for local public parks for outdoor
recreation. New parks or additions to existing parks may be funded.
Administrator: Indiana Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/recreation/grants/land-and-water-conservation-fund/

IOWA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
This program provides an excellent opportunity to develop a wide range of outdoor recreational
projects that are in high demand. Popular projects in have included skate parks, playgrounds,
new and renovated swimming pools, sport complexes, campgrounds and multipurpose trails.
Administrator: lowa Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://www.iowadnr.gov/about-dnr/grants-other-funding/land-water-conservation-fund

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
The purpose of the program is to provide new or significantly improved recreation opportunities
in urban, disadvantaged communities.
Administrator: lowa Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://www.iowadnr.gov/about/grants-funding/outdoor-recreation-legacy-partnership
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Community Attraction and Tourism Grant
The program provides grant funds to assist projects that provide recreational, cultural,
entertainment and educational attractions. The funds help communities create transformational
projects that enhance the vitality of a region and the state overall.
Administrator: lowa Economic Development & Finance Authority
URL.: https://www.iowaeda.com/enhance-iowa

Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP)
This money is available to cities through competitive grants. Parkland expansion and multi-
purpose recreation developments are typical projects funded under the program.
Administrator: lowa Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://www.iowadnr.gov/programs-services/resource-enhancement-protection-reap/reap-funding-opportunities

KANSAS

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
.Offers matching grants to state and local units of government for the acquisition and
development of public outdoor recreation areas and facilities. From new playgrounds and
restrooms to expanded trail systems and community parks, LWCF projects help build vibrant,
healthy communities and protect the natural beauty of our state for future generations.
Administrator: Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks
URL: https://ksoutdoors.gov/KDWP-Info/Grants

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
The goal of ORLP is to support land acquisition and development projects in neighborhoods or
communities that will create or reinvigorate parks and other outdoor recreation spaces in ways
that encourage people, especially youth, to connect or re-connect with the outdoors. Priority will
be given to projects located in communities that are economically disadvantaged and are
underserved in terms of outdoor recreation resources.
Administrator: Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks
URL.: https://ksoutdoors.gov/IKDWP-Info/News/News-Archive/2016-Weekly-News/3-24-
16/Qutdoor-Recreation-Legacy-Partnership-Program-Grants-Available

Community Facilities: Small Grants Program
Offers cities and counties the flexibility to propose any Community Block Grant Grand-eligible
facility project, with a focus on smaller-scale improvements that make a meaningful and lasting
impact. Eligible expenses include park benches, picnic tables, small playground equipment,
drinking fountains.
Administrator: Kansas Department of Commerce
URL.: https://www.kansascommerce.gov/cdbg/small-grants/

KENTUCKY

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Funding can be used for the acquisition of property and the development and/or renovation of
public outdoor recreational facilities in the state of Kentucky. Outdoor recreational facilities include
campgrounds, picnic areas, sports & playfields, swimming facilities, trails, passive parks, etc.
Administrator: Kentucky Department for Local Government
URL.: https://kydigweb.ky.gov/FederalGrants/16_LWCF.cfm

Page 6 of 18


https://www.iowaeda.com/enhance-iowa
https://www.iowadnr.gov/programs-services/resource-enhancement-protection-reap/reap-funding-opportunities
https://ksoutdoors.gov/KDWP-Info/Grants
https://ksoutdoors.gov/KDWP-Info/News/News-Archive/2016-Weekly-News/3-24-16/Outdoor-Recreation-Legacy-Partnership-Program-Grants-Available
https://ksoutdoors.gov/KDWP-Info/News/News-Archive/2016-Weekly-News/3-24-16/Outdoor-Recreation-Legacy-Partnership-Program-Grants-Available
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/cdbg/small-grants/
https://kydlgweb.ky.gov/FederalGrants/16_LWCF.cfm

LOUISIANA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Promotes broad-scope outdoor recreation, ranging from land acquisition to development of park
facilities such as spray parks, ball fields, picnic pavilions and restrooms. The federally- funded
program provides 50% matching funds assistance, through grants to state governments and
local municipalities.
Administrator: Louisiana State Parks
URL.: https://www.lastateparks.com/grant-opportunities-for-outdoor-recreation/land-water-conservation

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
The program seeks to identify and highlight new ways of providing opportunities for expanding
outdoor play in areas with great need, as well as promoting the development of new or
enhanced partnerships for outdoor recreation in urban communities across the nation. Eligible
sponsors are areas with a population of 50,000 or more people.
Administrator: Louisiana State Parks
URL.: https://www.lastateparks.com/grant-opportunities-for-outdoor-recreation/outdoor-
recreation-legacy-partnership-program

MAINE

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
LWCF grants can provide up to 50% of the allowable costs for approved acquisition or
development projects for public outdoor recreation. Eligible applicants are the State of Maine,
counties, municipalities, school districts, and tribal nations.
Administrator: Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry
URL.: https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/grants/land_water_conservation _fund.html

MARYLAND

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Supports projects to improve outdoor recreation through the acquisition of land and
development or renovation of recreation amenities. Eligible Recipients: Must be a government
entity (e.g. state agency, federally recognized tribe, county, municipality, special district).
Administrator: Maryland Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://dnr.maryland.gov/land/Pages/LWCF-Grants.aspx

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
Provides matching grants for park projects in underserved communities. Grant-funded projects
must be: 1) Located in a community having a population of 25,000; 2) Located within a
community that is determined to be underserved.
Administrator: Maryland Department of Natural Resources
https://dnr.maryland.gov/land/Pages/ORLP.aspx

Community Parks & Playgrounds Program (CPP)
Provides grant funding assistance to restore existing park and green space systems and create
new park and green space systems in the municipal corporations of the state and Baltimore
City. Only governing bodies of municipal corporations and Baltimore City are eligible to apply for
the CPP grant.
Administrator: Maryland Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://dnr.maryland.gov/land/Pages/ProgramOpenSpace/CPP-Grant-Process.aspx
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Program Open Space - Local
Program provides financial and technical assistance to local subdivisions for the planning,
acquisition, and/or development of recreation land or open space areas. Today more than 7,100 park
and conservation area projects have been assisted through Program Open Space Local grants.
Administrator: Maryland Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://dnr.maryland.gov/land/Pages/ProgramOpenSpace/home.aspx

MASSACHUSETTS

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Eligible projects include acquisition of parkland or conservation land, creation of new parks,
renovations to existing parks, and development of trails.
Administrator: Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services
URL.: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-land-and-water-conservation-fund-grant-program

Gateway City Parks Program
This program funds the creation and restoration of parks and recreational facilities in
underserved urban neighborhoods. Gateway Cities are eligible to apply.
Administrator: Massachusetts EEA Office of Grants and Technical Assistance
URL: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/gateway-city-parks-program

Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities
The PARC Program was established to assist cities and towns in acquiring and developing land
for park and outdoor recreation purposes. These grants can be used by municipalities to acquire
parkland, build a new park, or to renovate an existing park.
Administrator: Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services
URL.: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/parkland-acquisitions-and-renovations-for-communities-parc-grant-program

MICHIGAN

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Any unit of government, including Native American tribes, school districts, or any combination of
units in which authority is legally constituted to provide recreation is eligible to apply. Applicants
must have a DNR-approved community five-year recreation plan to be eligible.
Administrator: Michigan Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/Buy-and-Apply/grants/rec/lwcf

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
Provides matching grants to states and local governments for the acquisition and development
of public outdoor recreation areas and facilities in urban areas. The purpose of this program is
to provide new or significantly improve outdoor recreation opportunities for economically
disadvantaged communities in larger urbanized areas that are undeserved in terms of parks and
other outdoor recreation resources.
Administrator: Michigan Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/buy-and-apply/grants/rec/outdoor-rec

Recreation Passport Grants
Provides funding to local units of government for the development of public recreation facilities.
This includes the development of new facilities and the renovation of old facilities.
Administrator: Michigan Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/buy-and-apply/grants/rec/rec-pp
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MINNESOTA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Supports a state program and a local program, each getting 50% of the federal appropriation.
The state program supports the acquisition and development of the State Outdoor Recreation
System. The local program, funded through the Outdoor Recreation and Natural and Scenic
Areas Grant Programs, provides matching grants to local units of government for acquisition,
development and/or redevelopment of outdoor recreation and natural areas.
Administrator: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/aboutdnr/lawcon/index.html

Outdoor Recreation Grant Program
The Outdoor Recreation Grant Program provides matching grants to local units of government
for up to 50% of the cost of acquisition, development and/or redevelopment of local parks and
recreation areas. Eligible projects: park acquisition and/or development/redevelopment,
including, internal park trails, picnic shelters, playgrounds, athletic facilities, boat accesses,
fishing piers, swimming beaches and campgrounds.
Administrator: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
URL: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/recreation/outdoor_rec.html

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
Targets projects that provide new or significantly improved recreation opportunities in urban,
disadvantaged communities with a population of 30,000 or more. The program prioritizes projects
where nature is a major element of or strongly supports the proposed recreational activity.
Administrator: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/grants/recreation/national_outdoor_rec.html

MISSISSIPPI

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Any political jurisdiction of MS, such as a city or county, and selected state agencies, being sole
owners and holding deed to the proposed acreage, who are interested in acquiring and
developing a public park and recreation area may apply for a LWCF grant. In order for an
application to be considered, it must be a viable project (e.g., ballfield, soccer field, splash park,
etc.). Applications for support facilities only do not qualify. Projects can be a combination of both.
Administrator: Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks
URL.: https://www.mdwfp.com/parks-destinations/outdoor-recreational-grants

MISSOURI

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Grants are open to any local government, city and county, and public school. Eligible projects
must be open to the public at reasonable times. Project examples include but are not limited to:
playgrounds, ball fields, pools and water parks, archery and shooting ranges, camping facilities,
picnic areas, golf courses, boating and fishing facilities, trails, passive areas
Administrator: Missouri State Parks
URL: https://mostateparks.com/basic-page/land-and-water-conservation-fund-lwcf-grants
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Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
Eligible applicants include state agencies and local governments such as cities; counties; and
special-purpose districts, such as park districts. The state agency or local government must be
located within a community that is determined to be underserved and that had a population of
25,000 or more.
Administrator: Missouri State Parks
URL.: https://mostateparks.com/basic-page/grant-opportunities

MONTANA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The program provides matching grant funds to state, tribal, and local government entities to create
or develop public outdoor recreation areas. Examples of eligible projects include ball fields, public
parks, outdoor swimming pools, playgrounds, picnic facilities, walking trails, and more.
Administrator: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
URL.: https://fwp.mt.gov/aboutfwp/grant-programs/land-and-water-conservation-fund

NEBRASKA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Supports outdoor recreation in Nebraska by providing funding to eligible state and local
government entities for acquiring, developing, and renovating parks, recreation areas and public
lands. Grants help fund urban projects such as playgrounds, sports fields and aquatic centers.
Administrator: Nebraska Games & Parks
URL.: https://outdoornebraska.gov/about/community-resources/grants/land-and-water-conservation-fund/

NEVADA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The Nevada Division of State Parks announces the availability of LWCF funds for local park and
recreation development and acquisition projects. All political subdivisions, including counties,
incorporated cities, unincorporated towns, general improvement districts, and Native American
tribal governments are eligible for assistance.
Administrator: Nevada State Parks
URL.: https://parks.nv.gov/about/grant-programs/land-and-water-conservation-fund

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Intended to create and maintain a nationwide legacy of quality public outdoor recreational
resources as well as to stimulate non-federal investments in the establishment, enhancement,
and stewardship of these highly valued public outdoor recreational areas. Eligible sponsors
include, but are not limited to, Town or city government units, special districts, school districts,
and county governments of the State of New Hampshire.
Administrator: New Hampshire State Parks
URL.: https://www.nhstateparks.org/about-nh-parks/conservation-fund-grant
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NEW JERSEY

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP)
Funds the acquisition or development of new parks, or substantial renovation of parks, in
economically disadvantaged cities or towns of at least 25,000 people. ORLP focuses on
providing new or significantly improved nature-based parks in urban, disadvantaged
communities lacking access to walkable outdoor recreation (a.k.a. park deserts).
Administrator: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection - Green Acres Program
URL.: https://dep.nj.gov/greenacres/Iwcf-outdoor-recreation-legacy-partnership-grants/

Local Recreation Improvement Grant
Supports improvement and repair of public recreation facilities including local parks, municipal
recreation centers, and local stadiums. Ensuring public access to community facilities is
imperative given access to outdoor recreation and community resources is critical for mental
and physical health, particularly for those residents with limited or no other access to quality
outdoor space or private recreational opportunities.
Administrator: New Jersey Department of Community Affairs
URL.: https://www.nj.gov/dca/dlgs/programs/Iriggrants.shtml

NEW MEXICO

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Description: The following are eligible to apply for project funding provided that all other eligibility
requirements are met: state government agencies; local government agencies (municipal and
county); tribal governments; public school districts; public community colleges and universities;
soil and water conservation districts; land grants; and other political subdivisions
Administrator: New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
URL.: https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/spd/land-and-water-conservation-fund/

NEW YORK

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
A competitive grant initiative under the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act, aimed
at enhancing parks, recreational opportunities, and conservation areas in urban, underserved
communities. Although private individuals, not-for-profit organizations, for-profit corporations,
planning and engineering firms and other non-public entities are not eligible, they are strongly
encouraged to partner with eligible public entities to plan and submit proposals.
Administrator: New York Parks Recreation & Historic Preservation
URL.: https://parks.ny.gov/grants/Ilwcf-orlpp/default.aspx

Municipal Parks and Recreation (MPR) Grant
A new grant program to fund the development and improvement of municipal parks and
recreation sites. MPR funding is available for the construction of recreational facilities and other
improvements to municipally owned recreational sites and parks. Examples include
playgrounds, courts, playing fields, and facilities for swimming, biking, boating, picnicking,
hiking, fishing, camping or other recreational activities.
Administrator: New York Parks Recreation & Historic Preservation
URL.: https://parks.ny.gov/grants/municipal-parks-recreation-grant
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Environmental Protection Fund Grant Program for Parks, Preservation and Heritage
A matching grant program for the acquisition, planning and development, and improvement of
parks, historic properties, and heritage areas located within the physical boundaries of the State of
New York. Funds may be awarded to municipalities or not-for-profits with an ownership interest.
Examples of eligible projects include playgrounds, courts, rinks, community gardens, and facilities
for swimming, boating, picnicking, hunting, fishing, camping, or other recreational activities.
Administrator: New York Parks Recreation & Historic Preservation
URL.: https://www.parks.ny.gov/grants/parks/default.aspx

NORTH CAROLINA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) provides up to dollar-for-dollar matching grants
to local governments for the acquisition, development, or a combination of both. Local
governments may also apply for funding to renovate existing LWCF parks. A local government
can request a maximum of $500,000 with each application.
Administrator: North Carolina Division of Parks & Recreation
URL.: https://www.ncparks.gov/about-us/grants/land-and-water-conservation-fund

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
A nationally competitive grant program that provides matching grants to create outdoor
recreation spaces and reinvigorate existing parks in underserved urban communities. Grants
are selected by the federal Department of the Interior's National Park Service, following a
solicitation and nomination by the state.
Administrator: North Carolina Division of Parks & Recreation
URL.: https://www.ncparks.gov/about-us/grants/outdoor-recreation-legacy-partnership-program

Parks and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF)
Provides dollar-for-dollar matching grants to local governments for the acquisition and/or
development of park and recreational projects to serve the general public. A local government
can request a maximum of $500,000 with each application.
Administrator: North Carolina Division of Parks & Recreation
URL: https://www.ncparks.gov/about-us/grants/parks-and-recreation-trust-fund/partf-applicants#Eligibility-3953

NORTH DAKOTA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Provides grants for outdoor recreation projects such as ball fields, pools, campgrounds,
playgrounds, and land acquisitions for park development. The following entities are eligible to
apply: cities, counties, and townships, park boards and park districts, school districts, State
agencies, water management districts, federally recognized Indian tribes.
Administrator: North Dakota Parks & Recreation Department
URL.: https://www.parkrec.nd.gov/business/grants/land-and-water-conservation-fund

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
Targets projects that would acquire and/or develop public land for outdoor recreation purposes
located within or serving jurisdictions delineated by the US Census Bureau from the 2020
Census as having populations of 30,000 or more people with priority given to projects located in
economically disadvantaged areas lacking in outdoor recreation opportunities.
Administrator: North Dakota Parks & Recreation Department
URL.: https://www.parkrec.nd.gov/business/grants/additional-grant-opportunities
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OHIO

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Provides up to 50% reimbursement assistance for state and local government subdivisions
(townships, villages, cities, counties, park districts, joint recreation districts, and conservancy
districts) for the acquisition, development, and rehabilitation of recreational areas.
Administrator: Ohio Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/apply-for-grants/grants/land-water-conservation-fund

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
Eligible project sponsors include state agencies, local units of government (state political
subdivisions such as cities, towns, counties, and special purpose districts such as park
districts), and federally recognized Indian Tribes. For a project to be eligible the sub-recipient
must be an incorporated city (or town) of at least 30,000 people.
Administrator: Ohio Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/apply-for-grants/grants/lwcf-orlpp

Natureworks
Projects are funded through the Ohio Parks and Natural Resources Bond Issue which was
approved by Ohio voters in November 1993. Provides up to 75% reimbursement assistance for
local government subdivisions (townships, villages, cities, counties, park districts, joint
recreation districts, and conservancy districts) for the acquisition, development, and
rehabilitation of recreational areas.
Administrator: Ohio Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/apply-for-grants/grants/natureworks

OKLAHOMA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department administers the fund at the state level
through its Division of State Parks. LWCF is a reimbursable 50/50 matching grant.
Administrator: Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation
URL.: https://otrd.travelok.com/overview/get-involved-1/

OREGON

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Eligible applicants include Cities and Counties, Park and Recreation Districts, METRO, Port
District, Indian Tribes, Oregon State Agencies (Parks & Recreation Dept., Dept. of State Lands,
Department of Fish and Wildlife and Dept. of Forestry). LWCF grants are available to either
acquire land for public outdoor recreation or to develop basic outdoor recreation facilities.
Administrator: Oregon State Parks
URL.: https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/ GRA/Pages/GRA-Iwcf.aspx

Local Government Grant Program
A voter approved, State lottery funded grant program administrated by the Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department. Typically, the program awards over $5 million annually to qualified
project. Eligibility is limited to public outdoor park and recreation areas and facilities.
Administrator: Oregon State Parks
URL.: https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/GRA/Pages/GRA-Iggp.aspx
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County Opportunity Grant Program
Funded by a portion of recreational vehicle registration fees. Provides grants for the acquisition,
development, rehabilitation and planning of county park and recreation areas that provide
camping facilities. Potential projects include building picnic facilities, playground areas, trails
and other facilities that enhance an overnight camping experience.
Administrator: Oregon State Parks
URL.: https://www.oregon.gov/oprd/GRA/Pages/GRA-cogp.aspx

PENNSYLVANIA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Grants help to acquire and develop new parks and rehabilitate existing parks. Projects that can
be funded include: the acquisition of a new park, development of a new park, or rehabilitation of
an existing park. State, county and municipal governments, and eligible municipal agencies are
eligible to apply.
Administrator: Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
URL.: https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/programs-and-services/grants/land-and-water-conservation-fund-grants

Park Rehabilitation and Development Grants
Development grants help build or rehabilitate park and recreation facilities. Facilities must be
open to the public. Example facilities include, but are not limited to: Playgrounds, Skateparks,
Ballfields, Pools, Splash Pads, Pavilions, and Indoor recreation facilities. County and municipal
agencies and non profit organizations are eligible to apply.
Administrator: Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
URL.: https://www.pa.gov/services/dcnr/apply-for-denr-park-rehabilitation-and-development-grants

Community Conservation Partnerships Program Grants
This grant program builds connections between Pennsylvanians and the outdoors by supporting
recreational improvements, natural resource conservation, and community revitalization efforts.
Administrator: Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
URL: https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/programs-and-services/grants/community-conservation-partnerships-program-grants

RHODE ISLAND

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
The program provides matching grants to state and local government entities for the acquisition,
development, and rehabilitation of public outdoor recreation lands and facilities.
Administrator: Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
URL: https://dem.ri.gov/natural-resources-bureau/planning-development/land-water-conservation-fund

Green Space Grant Program - Outdoor Recreation Grants
Provides matching funds to cities and towns and recognized Native American tribes for the
acquisition, development and renovation of outdoor recreational lands and facilities. The
program is funded through State bonds. Funding Grants categories include Large Recreation
Development, Small Recreation Development, and Recreation Acquisition Grants.
Administrator: Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
URL.: https://dem.ri.gov/natural-resources-bureau/planning-development/grant-opportunities
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Provides matching grants for the acquisition or development of outdoor recreation areas and
facilities. Only state agencies and local governments may apply. For a new project to qualify for
funding, the local government will have to prove, during an on-site inspection, that all of their
existing LWCF properties are in good shape and are being used appropriately
Administrator: South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism
URL.: https://www.scprt.com/recreation/recreation-grant-programs/land-and-water-conservation-fund

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Program (ORLP)
Provides new or significantly improved recreation opportunities in economically disadvantaged
communities. Projects are selected through a National Park Service-led national competition of
projects solicited and nominated by the LWCF State Lead Agencies.
Administrator: South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism
URL.: https://www.scprt.com/recreation/outdoor-recreation-legacy-program

Park and Recreation Development Fund (PARD)
A state-funded, non-competitive, reimbursable grant program for eligible local governments or
special purpose district entities which provide recreational opportunities within each county.
PARD assists in the development of new public recreation facilities or with the
enhancement/renovation of existing facilities.
Administrator: South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism
URL: https://www.scprt.com/recreation/recreation-grant-programs/park-and-recreation-development-fund

SOUTH DAKOTA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Eligible applicants include city, county, township and tribal governments. Some eligible projects
may include, but are not limited to playgrounds, ballfields, sport and play fields, picnic facilities,
pools, ice rinks, golf courses, amphitheaters, winter sports facilities, visitor information facilities
and land acquisitions.
Administrator: South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks
URL.: https://gfp.sd.gov/partnerships

TENNESSEE

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
A federal program that provides matching grants to states to administer to state and local
governments for the acquisition and development of public outdoor recreation areas and
facilities. All land associated with the funded projects must be owned by a government entity
and an LWCF grant require an equal match.
Administrator: Office of Outdoor Recreation
URL.: https://www.tn.gov/environment/outdoorrec/grants.html

Local Parks and Recreation Fund (LPRF)
A state funded program that provides grants to eligible local government entities for the
purchase of lands for parks, natural areas, greenways, and recreation facilities. The funds may
also be used for trail development and capital projects in parks, natural areas, and
greenways. Administrator: Office of Outdoor Recreation
URL: https://www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/grants/recreation/lprf.html
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TEXAS

Local Parks Grants
Consists of 5 individual programs that assist local units of government with the acquisition
and/or development of public recreation areas and facilities throughout the State of Texas. The
Program provides 50% matching grants on a reimbursement basis to eligible applicants.
Administrator: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
URL: https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/about-local-parks-grants

UTAH

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Provides funding for the acquisition and development of outdoor recreation spaces. Through
LWCF grants, communities can protect public lands, create parks, and improve recreational
facilities in order to expand access to outdoor recreation, preserve natural landscapes, and
ensure that these resources are available for future generations.
Administrator: Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation
URL.: https://recreation.utah.gov/grants/land-water-conservation-fund/

Utah Outdoor Recreation Grant
For new outdoor recreation infrastructure projects that help communities build recreation
amenities supporting local economic development, tourism, and quality of life improvements for
Utah’s residents.
Administrator: Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation
URL: https://www.ulct.org/member-services/policy-resources/grant-opportunities

Community Parks and Recreation Grant
Provides funding to aid in the rehabilitation and construction of assets such as community
parks, sports fields, pools, and playgrounds.
Administrator: Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation
URL.: https://recreation.utah.gov/cpr-grant/

VERMONT

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Supports the development of public outdoor recreation opportunities across Vermont, with a
focus on creating parks and open spaces, enhancing recreation areas and facilities, and
protecting wilderness areas and forests.
Administrator: Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation
URL.: https://fpr.vermont.gov/land-and-water-conservation-fund

VIRGINIA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
A federal reimbursement program for the acquisition and/or development of public outdoor
recreation areas. The LWCF is a 50-50% matching reimbursement program. Administrator:
Administrator: Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation
URL.: https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational-planning/lwcf
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Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP)
A 50-50% matching nationally competitive reimbursement program. (Note: this program did not
have a grant round in 2025.)
Administrator: Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation
URL.: https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational-planning/lwcf

WASHINGTON

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Provides funding to preserve and develop outdoor recreation resources, including parks, trails,
and wildlife lands. All communities may compete for funding in this program.
Administrator: Washington State Recreation & Conservation Office
URL.: https://rco.wa.gov/grant/land-and-water-conservation-fund/

Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP)
Provides grants to help urban communities with 25,000 or more people and tribes create or
reinvigorate public parks and other outdoor recreation spaces.
Administrator: Washington State Recreation & Conservation Office
URL.: https://rco.wa.gov/grant/lwcf-orlp-grants/

Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program
Provides funding for a broad range of land protection and outdoor recreation, including local and
state parks, trails, water access, and the conservation and restoration of state land. The
program was envisioned as a way for the state to accomplish two goals: acquire valuable
recreation and habitat lands before they were lost to other uses and develop recreation areas
for a growing population.
Administrator: Washington State Recreation & Conservation Office
URL.: https://rco.wa.gov/grant/washington-wildlife-and-recreation-program-recreation/

WEST VIRGINIA

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Provides supplemental federal funding for the acquisition and/or development of high-quality,
public outdoor recreational areas throughout West Virginia. Park renovations, expansions to
promote active lifestyles, innovate community cores, attract or retain visitors to an area, develop
trailheads or preserve other natural areas to impact community health objectives or develop
brownfields renewal efforts will receive funding priority.
Administrator: West Virginia Department of Commerce
URL: https://commerce.wv.gov/boards-commissions/land-and-water-conservation-fund

WISCONSIN

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
A federal program administered in all states that encourages the creation and interpretation of
high-quality outdoor recreational opportunities. Funds received by the DNR for this program are
split between DNR projects and grants to local governments for outdoor recreation activities.
Administrator: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
URL.: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/aid/LWCF.html
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Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program
Each year, $500,000 from this program is set aside for grants to friends groups and nonprofit
conservation organizations to improve facilities, build new recreation projects and restore
habitat on state properties. The program recognizes the important role friends groups play in
meeting the development and restoration needs of state properties.
Administrator: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
URL.: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyFriends

WYOMING

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Project sponsors such as cities, towns, counties, school and recreation districts are eligible to
apply for federally funded LWCF grants. Only costs for the development and/or acquisition of
public outdoor recreation lands and facilities are eligible for assistance.
Administrator: Wyoming State Parks & Cultural Resources
URL: https://wyoparks.wyo.gov/index.php/learn/recreation-grants

Results shown in this document are as of February 2026 and will be updated periodically.
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